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fears of many sorts, such as biting insects and animals, dark
shadows and moving wind, the coalman, the soldier or policeman,
being bathed or having one's hair washed. Such fears in the
little child are manifold. They are very real and intense to the
little child, and often quite unmanageable. What he gains by
them, however, are the love and protection of the grown-ups
and the feeling that it is the animals which bite, the coalman
who is dirty, not himself.
To help him grow out of his phobias, as out of his tantrums, the
child needs experience which will foster his trust in his own power
of being clean and loving, sensible and controlled like his parents,
help in learning how to make things instead of spoiling them, how
to protect instead of attacking, how to trust his own love instead
of being compulsorily defiant and obstinate. Play with other
children in surroundings that develop his affection and his skill
is a great help in this direction.
Play with other children gives the child confidence in himself,
no less than in his litde friends, and not only helps him to feel less
suspicious and aggressive to other children, and therefore less
dependent upon the grown-ups, but by giving him the delights of
active sharing and helping him to discover the way in which he
can carry out his own practical or imaginative pursuits with others
lays the foundation for a co-operative social life in the later school
years. The child finds there are many things he can make with
the help of others and many varied roles that he can play with
them that he could not carry out alone. All his creative and
artistic interests are sustained and furthered by companionship
with other children. The experiences of a child in a small group
under happy conditions are infinitely richer in every direction
than those of the solitary child or member of the very small
family in the private nursery or garden, and those real experi-
ences of sharing reciprocal satisfactions increase the child's
belief in himself and his acceptance of life in general.
G.  Problems of Language and of Understanding.
At two years of age the child is immensely interested in words
and the use of words. He longs to be able to express his wishes and
his ideas in words, to communicate his impressions of things, to ask
for what he wants, and in general to have the intimate contact
with other people through speech which he sees the grown-ups or
older children have with each other. If we watch his face when he